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Friendship Construction Project Makes Progress 
 

The Friendship Elementary School Addition/Renovation 
project is progressing on time and within budget. When 
completed, the project will include 74,000 square feet of 
renovations and 26,000 square feet of new space. 
Additions include 11 classrooms, a new gymnasium, 
new mechanical/electrical rooms, student restrooms, a 
greenhouse, and a computer lab.  
 
Work on the school is being completed in phases so 
that certain grade levels may move into renovated 
classrooms once they are finished. The first classroom 
section, the project’s first renovation target, should be 
completed and ready for students and teachers by 
January’s end. Included are new mechanical and 

electrical systems, new finishes for the tiled and carpeted areas, and cabinetry upgrades. Project 
renovations also include improvements to the school’s life safety features, including a building wide 
sprinkler system.  
 
The new 7,000 square foot gymnasium should be finished by next April. The gym is full size with a 
wooden floor. All playgrounds will also contain updated equipment, and the grounds will have new ball 
fields, including an all-purpose field and a new little 
league size baseball diamond. In the back of the 

building, construction continues on the new 

classroom addition, which will contain new third, 
fourth, special education, and support classrooms. 

The science classroom will also include a new 
greenhouse. 
 
As part of its environmentally friendly design, the school 
incorporates materials, design and geothermal 
technology to help reduce energy usage. There are 
more than 70 wells for the geothermal heating and 
cooling system. Waste for the project is environmentally 
friendly. Construction waste is segregated by scrap 
metal, wood, cardboard and paper. In addition, wood 
from trees that had to be taken down will be used in the cabinetry of the school office.  
 
Older students have been involved in the selection of new desks and chairs, and will help move into the 
finished areas. They will also provide tours of the finished facility to parents and community members 
during open houses and visitation days.  
 



 

 

 

Alumni Spotlight –  
Alumni Spotlight - Chaz Powell ‘07 

 
The media has programmed us to see public-figure athletes 
only in terms of charts, and graphs. As to former Warrior Chaz 
Powell – facing the 2012 NFL draft with legitimate optimism – it 
should, therefore, be only about combined results, career stats, 
and scouting service rankings. But for those who know Chaz 
and his remarkable journey from inner-city Baltimore to big-
college football prominence, there is a remarkable story that 
cannot be told in numbers. 
 
His early childhood was spent with his parents and two sisters. 
His mother had a good job at Johns Hopkins University 
Hospital and the family was on the way to attaining the 
American dream. Then everything came apart. Chaz’s mother, 
Chevon, began drinking, which led to a marijuana habit, then 
pills, and finally a debilitating crack cocaine addiction. His 
father left home and Chevon’s first try at rehabilitation failed. By 
1998 the family was on the verge of homelessness and Chaz 
was doomed to the fate of so many in his situation. 
 

Then his mother, facing criminal theft charges, was assigned to probation at New Life for Girls in York 
County, and soon after, everything changed. Chevon was so successful in the program that she became 
a staff member there and, in 2004, was asked to help run the New Life program in Glen Rock. With this 
came Chaz’s enrollment in Southern School District and the discovery of his amazing athletic potential, 
which developed into prominent roles in Warrior basketball, track, and football programs.  
 
But his real passion was football. There he found the opportunity to work hard for something, drawing 
inspiration from his mother’s battle – and her remarkable success. “I don't know if Chaz would be where 
he's at without seeing his mom go through that,” said his former football coach and mentor Tom 
Waranavage.  
 
His hard work and perseverance against overwhelming odds were also observed by his basketball 
coach, Wayne McCullough. “I'll never forget him asking me to open the weight room every morning at 6 
am, instead of just three days each week,” McCullough said. “His extraordinary work ethic is part of it, but 
I believe it is his innate will to be the best that makes Chaz unique.” 
 
His efforts paid off on the football field, and by his senior year, he had drawn 
statewide and national attention. He was York-Adams League Player of the 
Year, rushed more than 1,000 yards, scored 16 touchdowns, and added 400 
receiving yards (with an ankle injury.) He was rated by Rivals.com, a 
prominent scouting combine, as the number two prep prospect in 
Pennsylvania, named first-team all-state, and played in the U.S. Army 
national prep all-star game. His performance and potential earned him an 
athletic scholarship at Penn State. 
 
But as is the case with many freshman phenoms, his storybook journey hit a 
bump in the road when he arrived in Happy Valley, where everyone was a 
star athlete. Ironically because of his versatility, the program could not decide 
where to play him. After a red-shirt freshman year, he saw some backfield 
and kick-off returning action as a sophomore. His all-purpose yard gain was 



 

second highest on the team, and by the 2008 Rose Bowl, he had earned a spot as regular on special 
teams.  
 
In his junior season, he was removed from the backfield and asked to learn a wide-receiver’s role, where 
he ended the season fourth in total yardage on a team loaded with outstanding wide-outs. He continued 
to grow as a kick-off returner and ended the season ranked ninth in the Big Ten. 
 
But the coaching staff was still struggling to find him a permanent role. For Head Coach Joe Paterno, 
Chaz was too good to keep off the field. The challenge was finding the spot where his talent could be 
best used. His senior year meant a starting role as wide receiver, but then a mid-season change to 
cornerback. Overcoming the difficulty of learning a new position in mid-year, he ended 2010 tied for the 
team lead in pass break-ups. As kick-off returner, he was ranked fourth in the Big Ten. 
 
In his final year as a red-shirt senior, Chaz had found his place in the Penn State line-up – starting 
cornerback and kick returning specialist. He was now a regular defensive starter, received honorable 
mention on the Big Ten All Star Team as a cornerback (by both the Big Ten coach’s association and the 
media), and was honored as a Big Ten special teams player of the week. (Click here to see an 
electrifying Powell kick-off return.)  His collegiate career highlight was being named the 2011 recipient of 
the team’s John Bruno Award for special team play. Chaz leaves his mark in the Nittany Lion record 
book by logging a 100-yard kick off return for a touchdown.  
 
As to the future, Chaz looks to the 2012 NFL draft where he is currently regarded as a prospect by top 
rating services. For SHS athletic director Chuck Abbott, this level of acheivement from such an unlikely 
start is not really a surprise. “During the course of Chaz's high school career, you could see he had the 
motivation and drive to reach his goals,” Abbott said.  “He was one of those gifted individuals who had 
that internal drive to work hard on the practice field and even harder in the off season.” 
 

To Chaz Powell, Class of 2007: 
Thanks for making us ‘Warrior Proud” 

 

High School Students Knit for the Needy 

Several Susquehannock High School students 
helped those in need this holiday season by 
offering their hand knitted items. The Knitting 
Circle, a group of high school students who knit 
together, made scarves, hats, mittens and 
stockings, and filled them with toiletry items for 
the less fortunate. 

The Southern York County Food Pantry could 
use toiletries for Christmas, so the group 
decided to knit stockings and get shampoo, 
tooth brushes, tooth paste, deodorant, soap, 
Chap Stick and lotion. High school teacher 
Barbara Nealon coordinated the project. The 
items and gift packages were completed in time 
for the holdays.  

(Featured in the photo are, from left to right, Ryan Kauffman, Colleen McGonigle, Allison Burton, 
Madison Bowe, Ellie Lesko and Jill Platts.) 
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Robotic Team Places Second 

 
The Susquehannock High School 
Robotics Team recently competed in the 
2011 Fall VEX Invitational at Spring Grove 
Area High School. The team placed 
second in two of the four individual events 
and also earned second place overall out 
of 12 teams. Junior Melissa Shallcross 
placed second in the individual event, 
“Build, Build, Build,” and Junior Alex Miller 
also finished second in the individual 
event, “Get Going and Come Back.”  

(Featured in the photo are, left to right, 
members of the 2011 Fall Susquehannock 
VEX team – Junior Melissa Shallcross, 
Junior Tim Frey, Senior Matt Wagner, Senior Kyle Sheddy, and Junior Alex Miller.) 

 

Alumni Pride” and More on Warrior TV Webcast  

Joshua Chronister ‘94 Jeff & Joy (Keller) Brown ‘74  Susan Barnhart ‘85 

Todd Stiffler ’85  Anne Druck ‘83 Daniel Jesse Mays ‘43  

Dave Seitz ‘53  Bob Williams ‘52  Kevin Krebs ‘94  

Mark Rill ‘99  Lisa Myers ‘89  Jeff Garner ‘95  

Roberta Thoman ‘65 Darryl Engler ‘65  Jack Hedrick ‘55  

Daryl McCullough ‘82  Kevin Angle ‘97  Bobbie (Clark) Lamond ‘88  

Eric Thiegs ‘91 Robert Wolf ‘58 Bruce Bauman ‘ 67  

Jeff Molinsky ’97  Paul Rego, 97  Doug Walters ’03  

Ronnie (’85) and Rob (’89) McCoury   Erica Shallcross ‘08  

Click here for link to Alumni Pride and other Warriow Webcast features 

 

Alumni will also be fascinated with the district’s new ‘YouTube’ channel, a showcase for the creative 
talents of Susquehannock students. In addition to alumni features, the channel includes a treasure house 
of productions originally broadcast on the School District cable channel 99, a service that covers the 
Southern York County School District geographic area. 
 
Regularly updated features include Warrior Chat, Board Meetings, Warrior News, Alumni Pride, and 
special events. Click here for a direct link to the YouTube Channel.  
 
The station manager for Warrior TV is alumnus Mark Rill ’99. Another alumnus, Tim Hare ’94, is the 
station’s faculty advisor. Click here for a link to Warrior T.V. Programming.  
 

 

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm?subpage=70805
http://www.youtube.com/user/SYCSDWarriorTV
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm?subpage=70805


 

 

 

Reunion News 

Class of 1962 50th Reunion June 22, 2012 

Activities are planned for Friday, June 22 and Saturday June 23, 2012 with the possibility of a Sunday 
event. Contact Barbara (Nace) Ferree at dbferree@aol.com.  

Class of 1963 50th Reunion Sept or Oct 2013 (TBA) 

A weekend event to include a tour of the high school and a banquet at Bon Air Country Club is in the 
planning stages. Contact Stan Bortner at 717-433-5996 or sbortner1@aol.com.  

Class of 1967 45th Reunion July 21, 2012 

A banquet is planned at the Great American Saloon in Red Lion. More details to come. Contact Janet 
Heathcote – jheath1967@aol.com.  

 

SHS Alumni Cruise 

Are you interested in a Susquehannock Alumni cruise?  Click here to enter your 
contact information and receive updates on the planning of this trip.   

 

 
Got News? Be a Reporter! 

 

The best information in this newsletter comes from you! Drop us a note about something interesting in 
your life or the life of another alumni you know about. Contact Wayne McCullough at: 

Wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org. 
 

 

Zach Wendler ’08 Honored by NSCAA 

Senior defender Zach Wendler was named to the 
National Soccer Coaches Association of America 
All-Mid-Atlantic Region Second Team. Wendler has 
been a stable of the Elizabethtown College Men’s 
soccer team for four seasons and was the Blue 
Jay’s only representative on the all-conference first 
team. 

Wendler completed his collegiate career with an 
outstanding senior season, starting all 17 games. 
He was a leader of Elizabethtown’s outstanding 

backline, which allowed the second fewest goals in the Commonwealth Conference (19) and recorded 
seven shutout victories.  

His classroom performance also received conference honors, being named as an honor roll student, a 
designation that requires at least a 3.0 grade point average. 

Zach is remembered by Warrior faithful as a member of several championship soccer squads and for his 
participation in the soccer and volleyball program.  

mailto:dbferree@aol.com
mailto:sbortner1@aol.com
mailto:jheath1967@aol.com
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VQZ5JZM
mailto:Wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org


Scholarship Giving Opportunities for Alumni 

Name           __  ___  
 
Address              
 
City           State      Zip    
Contribution Amount:  $   

 

 

Registered Alumni Count – Email a friend! 
Class of:  # Registered  Class of:  # Registered  Class of:  # Registered  

2011 9 1991  44 1971  15 

2010 10 1990 20 1970  11 

2009 14 1989  28 1969  23 

2008 25 1988  31 1968  12 

2007  13 1987  61 1967  20 

2006  28 1986  34 1966  4 

2005  50 1985  48 1965  11 

2004  19 1984  23 1964  5 

2003  22 1983  38 1963  14 

2002  22 1982  35 1962  5 

2001  34 1981  25 1961  10 

2000  55 1980  10 1960  17 

1999  43 1979  21 1959  2 

1998  40 1978  14 1958  10 

1997  44 1977  19 1957  20 

1996  37 1976  18 1956  5 

1995  39 1975  18 1955  15 

1994  27 1974  13 1954  4 

1993  41 1973  12 1953  14 

1992  40 1972  19 1952  4 

 Total 1,365 

Mail to: 
SYCSD Foundation 

P.O. Box 128 
Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 

Contribution Allocation Amount 
General Scholarship Fund  

Bill Jones Scholarship  

Curtis Stermer Memorial  

Eric Gonzales Memorial  

Glen Rock High School Endowment  

James Hartenstein, III Memorial  

James McKinney Memorial  

Karl Steger Scholarship Fund  

Kathy Yeater Scholarship Fund  

Loretta Rappoldt Scholarship Fund  

Peggy Kingman Memorial Gift  

Ron Leese Scholarship Fund  

Thomas Kerrigan Memorial  

Field House Donation  

Unrestricted Alumni Association  

Unrestricted Foundation Donation  

Other (Specify _____________)  

Total Contribution $ 


